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that I want to mention quickly, and
then I will stop.

First, the tax cut relief. In the entire
Gore package—we have a $4.5 trillion
surplus—do you know how much tax
cut relief there really is? The Vice
President says he has $500 billion, but
that is, once again, one of these num-
bers which, if you look behind it, is not
really there. The net tax cut relief in
his package is $147 billion out of a $4.5
trillion surplus.

The American people are paying $4.5
trillion more to the Federal Govern-
ment than the Federal Government
needs to operate. That is what the sur-
plus is. Everyone in this room, every-
one in America who pays taxes is pay-
ing taxes which the Federal Govern-
ment does not need to operate. It adds
up to $4.5 trillion. And all that the Vice
President can agree to give back in the
way of a tax cut—and it is not really a
tax cut, returning taxes that do not
need to be paid—is $147 billion out of
$4.5 trillion. It is incredible.

That number distinctly reflects the
view that any money that comes to
Washington is not the money of the
taxpayers; it is the money of the people
who live in Washington. It is the Vice
President’s money; therefore, he does
not have to give it back. It is the Gov-
ernment’s money. They don’t have to
give it back. Not in my view. Not in
Governor Bush’s view, which is that it
is the taxpayers’ money. It comes out
of your pocket. It is your taxes. It is
your money. If the Government has too
much of it, let’s give it back.

The second item that I want to high-
light is this retirement savings plus
plan, which is a brand new major enti-
tlement of huge proportions and a mas-
sive increase on the next generation.
This is only a 10-year number shown on
the chart. That number explodes, as
you move into the outyears, into tril-
lions. It is the most significant major
entitlement ever put on the books of
the American Government, in my opin-
ion—if it were to pass. It will exceed
Medicare by a huge function in the out-
years, as we head toward the year 2030,
I believe. But it will at least be com-
petitive with Medicare as a massive
new entitlement program.

Who is going to pay it? The next gen-
eration. Our kids. My daughter who
just got her first job. She is out of col-
lege, which we are very happy about
because we don’t have to pay tuition.
She got a job, which we are even more
happy about. Unfortunately, around
about 10 or 15 years from now, assum-
ing she keeps her job, she is going to be
paying taxes at an outrageous rate in
order to support a brand new entitle-
ment put on the books by Vice Presi-
dent GORE, if he should become Presi-
dent. That, to me, is a little number in
there that seems little in this package,
although it is huge—obviously, even in
this package; $750 billion on the upper
side. That is not talked about much
but should be looked at by the Amer-
ican people as they consider who they
are going to vote for in this coming
election.

Mr. President, I appreciate the cour-
tesy of the Senator from Idaho in al-
lowing me to proceed for a little extra
time.

I yield the floor.
Mr. CRAIG addressed the Chair.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Idaho.
Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, may I ask

where we currently are in the order?
The PRESIDING OFFICER. We

should be proceeding to H.R. 4444, but
if the Senator wishes to speak on a dif-
ferent subject, he certainly can ask
unanimous consent to do so.

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak as in
morning business for as much time as I
consume.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I thank
the Senator from New Hampshire, first
of all, for being on the floor this morn-
ing to discuss what I think is a very
important issue. For any of us who
were listening to the Senator from New
Hampshire and the Senator from Mas-
sachusetts, let me see if I can get this
together.

If you are for the Gore prescription
drug health plan, then you are going to
have a major premium increase, and
you may get the plan in 8 years. It will
be a Government plan, and it will be a
major Government takeover of health
care for the seniors in this country.
And it will be limited to no choice.

If you accept what Governor Bush is
proposing, then you have a substan-
tially greater choice. The plan is back
to the States, where doctors and nurses
and local health care delivery systems
deliver it, and you do not move toward
a major federalization of health care.

We had this debate in 1992 and 1993.
About 70 percent of the citizens of the
country said: We don’t want the Fed-
eral Government as the deliverer of
health care and health care compo-
nents, including prescription drugs.

Is there a difference in the debate
today? Not at all. Do the seniors of
America want the Federal Government
to control their health care or do they
want to control it themselves with op-
timum choices, similar to what we as
employees of the Federal Government
have today? The Federal Government
doesn’t control our health care. We
choose. We pay some premium, obvi-
ously, to offset the costs, and we have
choice in the marketplace.

I think as the debate goes on through
September and October, the clear dif-
ferences will come out, and they will be
very simple. I think it is important
that we think of it that way. It is
called ‘‘Gore and the Federal Govern-
ment and health care,’’ or ‘‘George W.
Bush and you and your choice at the
local level delivering health care for
yourselves with optimum choices and
flexibility.’’
f

THE DEMOCRATS’ STRATEGY
Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I have to

respond to something that was in to-

day’s USA Today paper, September 8. I
know the Presiding Officer is a member
of our leadership. Let me, for a few mo-
ments, tell you what he and I are going
to expect in the final month of this
Congress. I am quoting now an article
about Senate minority leader TOM
DASCHLE. It is reported here that they
have a simple strategy; the Democrats
have a simple strategy for winning the
final negotiations over spending.

In other words, they want to spend
more of your money than we are pro-
posing to be spent by some billions of
dollars. Here is their strategy, and he
admitted it: Stall until the Repub-
licans have to cave in because they
can’t wait any longer to recess. That
means shut the Congress down and get
out on the campaign trail. Why? Well,
because 18 of the 29 Senators seeking
reelection are Republicans this year
and 11 are Democrats, and there are a
lot of vulnerable Republicans, accord-
ing to Senator DASCHLE. He says, ‘‘We
only have one vulnerable Democrat,
and he happens to be just across the
river.’’ I think he was probably refer-
ring to Senator CHUCK ROBB.

Well, if that is the strategy of the
Democrats, let me repeat it because
that is what they have been doing for 3
long months: Stall, stall, stall. Yet
they turn around and tell our friends in
the press it is a ‘‘do-nothing Congress.’’
I don’t see how the press can mix that
one up as much as they have. You have
the minority leader of the Senate ad-
mitting that their strategy for the bal-
ance of September will be to stall until
the Republicans cave.

Thank you, Mr. DASCHLE, for telling
us your plan. We will attempt to offset
those by working as hard as we can. It
probably means we will be working late
into the night so that we can get the
work of the Congress done, get our ap-
propriations bills finished, deal with
the most important trade issue that is
on the floor—PNTR—and that is, of
course, permanent normal trade rela-
tion status for China.
f

THE PRESIDENT IS BEGGING FOR
OIL

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, for a few
moments this morning, before we get
on with the debate on PNTR, I want to
deal with an issue happening in New
York City right now. Our President is
up there at the United Nations Millen-
nium Summit. Mr. President, there is
something going on on the side. In a
back room, the President of the United
States has been sitting down with a
Saudi Arabian sheik. Here is why: He is
begging. The President of the United
States is begging a Saudi sheik to
reach over and turn their oil spigot on
a little more and increase their output
of oil by about 700,000 barrels a day.
Why? Because in the last few days,
crude prices have spiked to an all-time
high of $35.39 a barrel.

Why has that happened? Because the
market has analyzed that there isn’t
enough oil and the demand is ever in-
creasing, and there is no strategy in
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